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	Social Development
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Access to Services and Opportunities
Women, men, children and old people require access to supplies, services, facilities and opportunities. Basic needs for communities include water, power, food, health services, education and employment. People need access to markets and may wish to participate in civic, religious and leisure activities. Accessibility can be measured in time, effort and cost. It depends on infrastructure (availability of roads, footpaths, trail bridges, schools, hospitals, markets, water sources) and available and affordable transport options for people and their loads. Rural people often have to spend much time and effort to access basic necessities. The reduction of isolation and inaccessibility are fundamental to poverty reduction. The following paragraphs draw on the World Bank Technical Paper 525 'Improving rural mobility: options for motorised and non-motorised transport' (Starkey, Ellis, Hine and Ternell, 2002).
Accessibility depends on mobility (ease and frequency of movement) and proximity (distance). Access may be improved by greater mobility and improved proximity to services (local health centres, piped water). The most basic means of transport is human transport: people walking between locations and carrying things themselves. Walking and carrying are simple, cheap, and efficient for short distances, difficult terrain and small loads. At the other end of the spectrum are large-scale means of transport, including trucks, buses, cars, trains, airplanes, and ships. These are generally designed for moving people and goods quickly over long distances with large loads. While such means of transport are costly to buy and operate, if they are used efficiently and at high capacity, the cost per person-kilometre carried can be quite low. In many countries, trucks, pickups, buses, minibuses and 'rural taxis' provide rural transport services, where the road quality and transport demand allows this. These provide communities with access to important services (health, education, employment, markets) that are not available locally. 
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Source: Paul Starkey
Woman and baby travel to a local clinic in a tricycle-taxi in Nicaragua
Between walking and large-scale public transport, there are a wide variety of local transport solutions that are intermediate in scale and may involve different forms of technology. Often referred to as intermediate means of transport (IMTs), they increase local transport capacity and reduce drudgery at relatively low cost. They are most commonly used for relatively short distances of up to 20 kilometres. Some are non-motorised (handcarts, bicycles, cycle-rickshaws, pack animals and animal-pulled carts). Others have small motors (motorcycles, three-wheelers, power tiller trailers). 
Equivalent water-based transport includes canoes and a range of small boats. These IMTs may be mainly for personal use (eg bicycles) or may be used to provide informal transport services and local employment (eg, cycle-rickshaws and three-wheelers). They often facilitate access to nearby services and opportunities, including local markets, schools and health centres.
For safe access to services and opportunities, whether by walking, cycling or taking a bus or a ferryboat, appropriate infrastructure is required. This may include footpaths, footbridges, cycleways, roads, quays and bridges.  


                                         


For further information 
Contact Nathalie Pereira, gTKP Social Development Theme Champion at nathalie.pereira@gtkp.com" nathalie.pereira@gtkp.com  



