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	Social Development

The global Transport Knowledge Partnership provides access to the best available information, expertise and technical advice to reduce poverty in the developing world. www.gtkp.com  global Transport Knowledge Partnership, chemin de Blandonnet 2, 1214 Vernier/Geneva, Switzerland Email: info@gtkp.com 

The Role of Infrastructure
Parts of the text below has been taken from the World Bank site on Transport Accessibility.

The role that the physical environment (infrastructure) plays toward Social Development should not be neglected. The 1993 United Nations Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities with Persons with Disabilities, requires all UN states to:   
recognize the overall importance of accessibility in the process of the equalization of opportunities in all spheres of society. For persons with disabilities of any kind, States should (a) introduce programmes of action to make the physical environment accessible; and (b) undertake measures to provide access to information and communication
and that for improved access to the physical environment:
	States should initiate measures to remove the obstacles to participation in the physical environment. Such measures should be to develop standards and guidelines and to consider enacting legislation to ensure accessibility to various areas in society, such as housing, buildings, public transport services and other means of transportation, streets and other outdoor environments·      
	States should ensure that architects, construction engineers and others who are professionally involved in the design and construction of the physical environment have access to adequate information on disability policy and measures to achieve accessibility.
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	Accessibility requirements should be included in the design and construction of the physical environment from the beginning of the designing process.
	Organizations of persons with disabilities should be consulted when standards and norms for accessibility are being developed. They should also be involved locally from the initial planning stage when public construction projects are being designed, thus ensuring maximum accessibility.


Travel Needs and Travel Behaviors of Transportation Disadvantaged
When the needs and travel behaviors of private transportation dependent, ageing, public transportation developed Japan and developing countries are compared, similar characteristics in mobility-disadvantaged populations are found. Many are poor, living on social welfare or pensions in the US or in Japan, or scratching a living in developing countries where there are no or limited social insurance. Many are poor as a result of limited mobility and accessibility to economic opportunities and as a consequence may be living an isolated life. Females with disabilities are even more isolated in that they have restricted mobility due to sex, their disability and social perceptions. This seems to be the situational pattern all over the world, developed or developing.


                                         


For further information 
Contact Nathalie Pereira, gTKP Social Development Theme Champion at nathalie.pereira@gtkp.com" nathalie.pereira@gtkp.com  



