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Involuntary Resettlement
The construction and upgrading of transport infrastructure is one of the most frequent causes of involuntary resettlement across many parts of the world. It is also a frequent source of disagreement and conflict between communities and public authorities. The disruption to people's homes, businesses and livelihoods caused by the needs of the alignment for new infrastructure are very emotive subjects.
Many countries have established procedures for assessing land values and establishing compensation procedures for land required by infrastructure construction. Many societies, particularly in rural Africa, also have traditional, customary practices and institutions to settle and decide on land disputes.
Donor agencies are increasingly sensitive to the potential negative impact arising from involuntary resettlement, especially on the more vulnerable members of developing societies. They have developed detailed processes to assess the needs and impact of involuntary resettlement and put in place actions to ameliorate and mitigate such effects.
Some of the most significant issues around involuntary settlement revolve around excluded sections of a society, particularly in large urban contexts, who may fall through the assessment of a project's impact:
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	they may not be included in resettlement processes
they may not be deemed sufficiently legitimate by national authorities to be considered by infrastructure planning processes (e.g they may not have land titles or national identification papers) and
they may suffer unintended impacts of resettlement which their vulnerable livelihoods may not be able to compensate for.
Measures to enhance community participation, particularly of excluded sections of a society, such as women, young people, minority ethnic groups and people with disabilities are all necessary for more robust involuntary resettlement processes.



                                         


For further information 
Contact Nathalie Pereira, gTKP Social Development Theme Champion at nathalie.pereira@gtkp.com" nathalie.pereira@gtkp.com  



