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	Social Development

The global Transport Knowledge Partnership provides access to the best available information, expertise and technical advice to reduce poverty in the developing world. www.gtkp.com  global Transport Knowledge Partnership, chemin de Blandonnet 2, 1214 Vernier/Geneva, Switzerland Email: info@gtkp.com 

Mobility and Accessibility
This information has been gathered from The Transport and Social Responsibility Thematic Group within the World Bank site.
Access for all can only be achieved through bettering various types of transport infrastructure including the pedestrian environment, by working with municipal authorities and rural road authorities. In order to achieve the goal of transport or access for all, one must move from away from vehicle centered transport to people-mobility centered planning. Listening to women, children, the elderly and persons with disabilities, integrating their suggestions in the design, implementation and monitoring of transport infrastructure and services universally benefit all in the end. The goal is to provide access for all or universal access which would benefit not only persons with disabilities or a certain sex and age but the population as a whole.
However, a review of the literature has found that despite the legal frameworks, there are no uniform definitions of the transportation disabled. Nor is there a grasp of the realities on the ground of what it is like to travel as an elderly person or one with disabilities. There is also a lack of indicators and baseline data to plan, implement, monitor and evaluate interventions.
The Frameworks
The paper Universal Transportation: Success for Strategies* notes that success can be defined by the travelers, the transportation providers and the decision makers.
file_2.jpg


file_3.wmf



A successful strategy consists of three elements: the endogenous factors, the macro and micro strategies by stakeholder category and exogenous triggers. Macro strategies include mainstreaming equal access for all as a basic human right, through policies, legislation and programs supported by information and technology transfer. Micro strategies focus on service delivery at the local level, such as implementing universal design plans, better coordination and accessibility audits.
* Suen,L.and D.Blais.Universal Transportation : Strategies for Success in Proceedings of TRANSED2004: The 10th International Conference on Mobility and Transport for Elderly and Disabled People Hamamatsu, Japan, May 23-26, 2004 . CD-ROM.2004. paper T(p)-2




                                         


For further information 
Contact Nathalie Pereira, gTKP Social Development Theme Champion at nathalie.pereira@gtkp.com" nathalie.pereira@gtkp.com  



