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	Social Development

The global Transport Knowledge Partnership provides access to the best available information, expertise and technical advice to reduce poverty in the developing world. www.gtkp.com  global Transport Knowledge Partnership, chemin de Blandonnet 2, 1214 Vernier/Geneva, Switzerland Email: info@gtkp.com 

Education
The link between transport disadvantage and social exclusion, namely the ability to access goods and services in a key public policy concern. Transport is important for building the human capital of the poor by facilitating access to social services such as health, education, clean water and basic administrative services. Of course access to these services is not the only area you must look at in order to have satisfactory service.  In terms of education, you also need to ensure that school buildings are provided along with trained and motivated teachers.
The Millennium Development Goals also state that equal access to education is the foundation for all other development goals.  Until equal amounts of boys and girls are in school, it will be impossible to build the knowledge necessary to eradicate poverty and hunger, combat disease and ensure environmental sustainability.  The goal two goals directly tied into education state:
Goal 2: Achieve universal primary education. Getting to school in rural areas is costly in time, energy and money. Drop out rates are high and attracting and retaining quality teaching staff in rural schools is influenced by accessibility. The distance between home and school, the lack of appropriate, affordable infrastructure and transport services to make the journey, and the time required to do so, are all constraints to this goal. Improved mobility can also relieve the domestic burden that is a barrier to attendance, particularly for girls.
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Goal 3: Promote gender equality and empower women. Women often carry a heavier burden in terms of time and effort spent on transport. They often have less access and control over resources and fewer opportunities than men to use transport technologies. By focusing more investment in the infrastructure and services used by and appropriate to women, their time poverty can be dramatically reduced. Improved mobility empowers women to take more control over their lives by increasing their access to markets, their exposure to education and information, their opportunities to participate in income generation, community and political activities, and by leveling the balance of equality in gender relations.
It is therefore important to create and secure sustainable transportation access to rural areas because it leads to improved health and education through easier access to services, particularly with regard to maternal mortality and girl’s education.
If you would like to make a contribution to this topic please contact Nathalie Pereira: npereira@gtkp.com


                                         


For further information 
Contact Nathalie Pereira, gTKP Social Development Theme Champion at nathalie.pereira@gtkp.com" nathalie.pereira@gtkp.com  



