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	Social Development

The global Transport Knowledge Partnership provides access to the best available information, expertise and technical advice to reduce poverty in the developing world. www.gtkp.com  global Transport Knowledge Partnership, chemin de Blandonnet 2, 1214 Vernier/Geneva, Switzerland Email: info@gtkp.com 

Human Trafficking
Material for this section was prepared for gTKP by Phil Marshall of Research Communications Group (www.rcgglobal.net). Contact Phil on pmarshall@rcgglobal.net
Background
The development of new and improved transport routes can bring about dramatic changes for local communities. Many of these changes are positive. Improved access to markets, facilities and services can provide a wide range of benefits and opportunities at both local and national levels, ranging from increased economic development to improved education and healthcare.
At the same time, the changes brought about by transport projects and related developments can create negative impacts for some groups. This is particularly true in the short-term, where the often rapid nature of change provides severe challenges for traditional community coping mechanisms. Previously remote and isolated areas, and those with minority ethnic populations, can be particularly strongly affected. Road development projects have been shown to provide fertile ground for HIV/AIDS and, increasingly, for human traffickers. Human traffickers throughout the world have shown the ability to capitalise on new opportunities afforded in times of change, whether this is in the development of new routes along which to move victims, or an increase in vulnerability faced by those losing out in the change process.
What is human trafficking?
Human trafficking, sometimes known as 'modern day slavery' is essentially the recruitment, transport and maintenance of a person into a situation of forced prostitution, domestic slavery, forced labour, forced marriage or forced adoption. Although some cases it involves kidnapping, traffickers mostly use more subtle forms of deception and coercion. 
Many victims voluntarily enter into the migration process only to find they have lost control and are in a situation that they cannot escape. A particularly difficult aspect of trafficking is that those features that separate trafficking from illegal migration or migrant smuggling will often only be apparent once the exploitation has occurred.
Why does trafficking occur?
Understanding the links between trafficking and the transport sector requires some understanding of the factors that underlie human trafficking. These can be broadly divided into factors: why people migrate; what makes them vulnerable to exploitative practices when they do migrate; and why traffickers act in the way they do (which, according to the UN, is largely because trafficking is a profitable crime).
There are many reasons why people choose to migrate but all essentially relate to a perception that life would be better elsewhere. In some cases, this perception is driven primarily by difficult or desperate circumstances at places of origin (push factors). In other cases, the perception is that moving to a new place may offer a better or higher paid job, and/or a more interesting life (pull factors). Those who are migrating as the result of push factors are often less prepared and more likely to end up in exploitative situations.
The vast majority of people who migrate are not trafficked, even when coming from vulnerable areas. Rather, the degree of vulnerability of migrants varies according to a whole range of factors. These include:
	degree of preparation;

knowledge of risks and realities of migration;
lack of legal migration opportunities leading to engagement with criminal networks;
access to existing safe migration channels; and
understanding of language, customs and rights in destination areas.
Another important factor is the nature of work, and the level of labour and migrant protection at destination points. Trafficking does not occur into sectors where labour standards exist and are routinely enforced. Many migrants work in jobs which are not well protected, including domestic work, entertainment work, plantations and fisheries. Those migrating across borders are often more vulnerable to exploitation, particularly if they do not speak the language in the destination country.
How do changes in the transport sector affect trafficking?
The knowledge base on the impact on human trafficking of developments in the transport sector is currently limited and largely anecdotal. By combining the existing evidence with what is known about the impact of improved transport infrastructure on communities generally and what is known about the causes of trafficking, it is possible to develop a picture of what is happening.
In low income countries, anything that has an impact on migration patterns can have knock-on effects for trafficking. 'New' migration routes tend to be more risky, as individuals and communities lack the knowledge, contacts and protective networks that develop over time along established routes. It is difficult to generalise further across different countries, contexts and cultures. In some areas, exposure to new ideas and lifestyles may act as a trigger for migration. In others, greater economic opportunities locally may provide alternative employment to those who would otherwise wish to leave. 
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Roads that link remote areas will have different impacts than improvements in existing roads. Even along the same road, the potential impact may vary according to proximity to the roads, level of prior exposure to outside influences and the nature of existing community coping mechanisms. Responding to the threat of trafficking therefore requires a solid understanding of particular local contexts. An additional challenge for those looking to minimise any negative impacts of transport projects is that the consequences in terms of trafficking may only be seen in the long-term, well after construction has been completed. It is, therefore, an issue that needs to be recognised in the planning phase, as well as in the long-term monitoring of the social and economic conditions of communities along new roads.
Examples of how developments in the transport sector may have an impact on migration and trafficking include:
	New migration routes - trafficking cases from Central Vietnam to Thailand have started to emerge, for example, along the new road connecting the two countries through Lao PDR.

Triggering migration along existing routes - contact with migrant workers working on construction of a new highway has encouraged young people from one community in Yunnan, China to migrate in search of new opportunities, while neighbouring communities remain unaffected. (As noted above, new migration patterns tend to be more risky).
Changes in migration patterns. Those trafficked from Mongolia to China at present travel to China initially by train. This provides a captive audience for education on the risks of trafficking before it is too late. A new North-South road means that more victims may in future travel by car. This will make potential victims more difficult to educate but, as a trade-off, will help law enforcement establish more clearly who has crossed the border with whom.
Opportunities for traffickers due to crisis in communities brought upon by loss of land (through involuntary resettlement, land-grabbing, coerced sale). This has been seen in North-East Cambodia.
Increased prostitution is to be found almost everywhere in the developing world where roads and railways are constructed, generated by the prevalence of 'mobile men with money' working on the construction sites, and increased contact between those with vastly disparate incomes. Trafficking is just one of the issues faced by those involved in prostitution, generally agreed to be an inherently exploitative trade, dominated by organized criminal groups.
Places such as bus/boat stops and markets are often used by traffickers to approach potential victims, acting as a 'choke' points in the migration process. (that is a point through which many migrants will pass, providing easy access to them).
Policies and actions to prevent human trafficking
Actions that can be taken against trafficking include: support for victims;apprehending and prosecuting traffickers; developing policies to restrict opportunities for trafficking, and programmes to reduce vulnerability to trafficking. There have been a range of anti-trafficking interventions in the transport sector. Most have focused on the production of educational materials on the risks of trafficking, but with limited success (as discussed in Behaviour Change Communications). The most appropriate and successful interventions are tailored to the specific situation. Examples include:
	Where trafficking is already known to occur, developing prevention activities based on information received from victims.

Promoting safer migration through, for example, incorporating trafficking/safe migration messages into HIV community/peer education programmes or establishing migrant information centres.
Ensuring communities are consulted throughout road construction processes, understand their rights and entitlements and have access to redress.
Reduce demand for prostitution through, for example, not paying construction workers in cash, reducing truck inspection times to limit time drivers spend away from home. Provide options for those wishing to leave prostitution.
Outreach at new transit points (eg. Bus/truck stops) to identify and assist migrants potentially at risk.
The fact that human trafficking is just one of the potential problems faced by migrants suggests that it is not always appropriate to treat human trafficking as a stand-alone issue and that there is scope for looking at the risks faced by migrants in a more holistic manner.
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