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Street Traders   
Definitions 
A street trader is broadly defined as a person who 
offers goods for sale to the public without having a 
permanent built-up structure from which to sell. Street 
traders may be stationary or mobile. 

Context and Policies 
A large share of the global informal workforce operates 
on city streets, on sidewalks, and in other public 
spaces. They sell everything from fresh produce to 
electronic equipment. While not all street vendors work 
without licences or legal protection, the majority do. It 
is difficult to estimate the number of people employed 
as street vendors, due to their high mobility and the 
marked seasonal variation in their work. Brazil and 
Mexico are estimated to each have over one million 
street vendors and India has about 10 million. Photo credits: Street traders in India
Street traders locate themselves spontaneously without 
any official allocation along main roads and streets, 
near shopping centres or at corners where they can be 
seen by pedestrians and motorists, while others walk 
from one place to the other. While many local 
authorities view street trader sites as temporary, the 
street traders view themselves as permanent. 

Resources 
 Documents 
• Draft Informal Trading Policy and 

Management Framework, 2004, Municipality of 
Sol Plaatje (South Africa) 

• National Policy on Urban Street Vendors, 2009, 
Ministry of Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation, 
New Delhi (India) 

Issues 
Many countries in Asia and Africa have declared street 
vending illegal, usually on the grounds of impeding 
traffic or posing a threat to public health. Almost all 
cities have municipal regulations designed to protect 
public spaces and allow free flow of traffic. As a result, 
street traders are often forcibly removed because they 
are viewed as obstructers and encroachers. However, in 
most cities removing street traders is not a viable 
solution as a large number of people are dependent on 
street vending for their livelihood and consumers 
benefit from their services. The issue is how to resolve 
the conflicts between street vendors and mobility 
needs. Some research is beginning to emerge from 
India and Africa on the numbers, conditions and 
activities of street traders but little information exists 
on how to incorporate street trading within urban 
streets in such a way as to benefit the street traders 
and allow for the free movement of people and goods.  

• Street Trade in Africa: A Review, 2008, Caroline 
Skinner, School of Development Studies, University 
of Kwazulu-Natal (South Africa) 

Actions 
Informal Street Trading has become a feature of the 
urban environment in most developing country cities, 
and symbolises the changing nature of the city in both 
spatial and economic terms. Some actions that support 
street vendors have been successfully implemented in 
various contexts. For example, India has recently 
published a National Policy on Urban Street Vendors 
(see “Documents”) that recommends streets within 
each city be classified as 'restriction-free vending, 
restricted-vending and no-vending zones'.  
 

• Street Trade in Latin America: Demographic 
Trends, Legal Issues, and Vending 
Organizations in Six Cities, 2006, Sally Roever, 
Leiden University (Netherlands) 

• Street Vending in African Cities: A Synthesis of 
Empirical Findings from Kenya, Cote D'Ivoire, 
Ghana, Zimbabwe, Uganda and South Africa, 
2003, Winnie V. Mitullah, WIEGO Urban Policies 
Programme Director, University of Nairobi (Kenya) 

• Street vending in Hanoi - Reconciling 
contradictory concerns, 2007, Central Institute 
for Economic Management, Hanoi (Vietnam) 

• Street Vendors : Urban Problem and Economic 
Potential, 2008, Harlan Dimas, Padjadjaran 
University, Bandung (Indonesia) 

• Urban Responses to Street Trading: India, 
2003, Sharit K. Bhowmik, World Bank (USA) 

  Presentations 
• Struggling for space: street vendors in policy 

and market arenas in New Delhi, India, 2006, 
Dolf te Lintelo, School of Development Studies, 
University of East Anglia, Norwich (UK)  

 Recommended Links 
• Inclusive Cities 
• StreetNet 
• WBB Trust - Work for a Better Bangladesh 

 

For further information 
Contact Peter Midgley, gTKP Urban Mobility Theme Champion at peter.midgley@gtkp.com

 
 

The global Transport Knowledge Partnership provides 
access to the best available information, expertise and 
technical advice to reduce poverty in the developing 
world.  
 www.gtkp.com 

global Transport Knowledge Partnership,  
chemin de Blandonnet 2,  
1214 VernierIGeneva,  
Switzerland 
  Email: info@gtkp.com 

 

http://www.irf2010.org/knowledge.php?knowledgeid=407
http://www.irf2010.org/knowledge.php?knowledgeid=407
http://www.irf2010.org/knowledge.php?knowledgeid=859
http://www.irf2010.org/knowledge.php?knowledgeid=404
http://www.irf2010.org/knowledge.php?knowledgeid=860
http://www.irf2010.org/knowledge.php?knowledgeid=860
http://www.irf2010.org/knowledge.php?knowledgeid=860
http://www.irf2010.org/knowledge.php?knowledgeid=405
http://www.irf2010.org/knowledge.php?knowledgeid=405
http://www.irf2010.org/knowledge.php?knowledgeid=405
http://www.irf2010.org/knowledge.php?knowledgeid=861
http://www.irf2010.org/knowledge.php?knowledgeid=861
http://www.irf2010.org/knowledge.php?knowledgeid=862
http://www.irf2010.org/knowledge.php?knowledgeid=862
http://www.irf2010.org/knowledge.php?knowledgeid=863
http://www.irf2010.org/knowledge.php?knowledgeid=865
http://www.irf2010.org/knowledge.php?knowledgeid=865
http://www.inclusivecities.org/index.html
http://www.streetnet.org.za/english/default.htm
http://www.wbbtrust.org/index.php?option=com_frontpage&Itemid=1
mailto:peter.midgley@gtkp.com


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


