
One Stop Border Posts1 

A One Stop Border Post (OSBP) is where persons, vehicles and goods make a single stop to 
exit one country and enter another.  Generally, its implementation includes simplification of 
documents and procedures and greater use of ICT. 

The one stop border post concept was first experimented with during World War I in France.  
Implementation began in earnest in the late 1940s in Europe and the US.  Three main forms 
have been used. 

Models: 

Juxtaposed facilities – Where existing border posts are in good condition or where the border 
is a river, mountain or other natural obstacle, juxtaposed facilities are the best model.  Vehicles 
bypass the facility in the exit country and go directly to the entry country to carryout both exit 
and entry procedures. 

 

Straddle facility – Where the geography permits, a facility can be built that straddles the border 
thereby allowing a single facility where border officials operate on their own territory.  Since joint 
inspections is often a feature of one stop border posts, a law enabling officers to operate on the 
territory of the adjoining state may still be required. 
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1 The graphics in this section were developed under a contract between the Japan International 
Cooperation Agency (JICA) and Corridor Development Consultants (a Namibian company) for an OSBP 
Feasibility Study for Namibia-Zambia and Namibia-Angola and implementation of the legal framework and 
training for an OSBP on the Zambia-Zimbabwe border.  
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Common One Country Facility – Where cooperation and trust between countries is strong, a 
single building can be constructed in one of the border countries to house officers from both 
countries for carrying out border controls. 
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Basic OSBP Operating Principles: 

• The country of entry hosts officers carrying out exit procedures so that the entire exit and 

entry process occurs in one common control zone.2 

• Entry procedures cannot begin until all exit procedures are completed and jurisdiction 

has formally passed from the exit state to the entry state.  This is to avoid any conflict 

over jurisdiction within the OSBP. 

• Officers carry out their own border control laws even when acting in the adjoining 

country, but only within the common control zone established by a bilateral agreement 

between the border countries. 
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2 Exit and entry procedures can also be carried out in the exit country, but since the entry procedures are 
more extensive and involve collection of revenue, location of the one stop border in a secure control zone 
in the country of entry is generally preferred. 



• A law establishing extraterritoriality authorizes officers to carry out exit procedures in the 

adjoining country.   

• Wherever possible, inspections and other procedures are carried out jointly to increase 

effectiveness and save time. 

• Working in close proximity encourages cross-border risk assessment of persons and 

goods. 

• Simplification of documents and procedures as well as harmonization of regulations 

occur more readily in an OSBP and increase its benefits. 

• Sequencing of procedures and minimizing distance between them reduce the time spent 

by officers and border users. 

• The figure below illustrates the operational setup in an OSBP using the facility being 

developed on the Zambia – Zimbabwe border as an example.�
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