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At the request of the Commission of Industries and Services of the
Romanian Parliament, GRSP-Romania organized a Road Safety
Summit on the 22nd of September 2008 in the Romanian Parliament
with and for members of the Commission.

The conclusion of the meeting was that road safety is and should be a
priority for 2009. As a direct result of the SUMMIT, the Parliament
approved Romania’s first Road Safety Audit Law, which also called for
the establishment of a National Road Safety Research Institute.
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Economic growth in Romania during the last 20 years has had a significant impact on
road safety with the rate of death now surpassing the European average. However no
countermeasures have been planned in Romania to stop the rising number of road
fatalities. A European Union directive on infrastructure safety approved by the EU
Parliament requires the adoption of guidelines on infrastructure safety management but
leaves the details of implementation to Member States.

On the request of the Commission of Industries and Services of the Romanian
Parliament, GRSP-Romania organized a Road Safety Summit on the 22" of
September 2008 in the Romanian Parliament with and for the deputies’ members of
the Commission. The objective of the SUMMIT was to inform the Romanian politicians
about activities in Europe in order for them to create and enact a legislative package
that will improve the road safety situation in Romania.

The objectives of the SUMMIT were to:

e Raise more political awareness on the need of road crash reduction in
Romania

e Join forces to change the negative fatality trend in Romania

e Invest more in road safety to reduce the high costs of crashes.

To harmonize legislation regarding common infrastructure safety management
instruments, it was recommended that the Romanian Legislature take several actions:

e Alignment of the Inter-Ministerial Road Safety Council

e Creating a National Road Safety Plan, Fund and Management Structure

e Introduce mandatory road safety impact assessment, audits and inspections
for all new infrastructure by agreeing on the Road Safety Audit Law developed
during EU PHARE project in 2005

e Establishment of National Road Safety Research Institute

The conclusion of the meeting was that road safety is and should be a priority for 2009.
As a direct result of the SUMMIT, the Commission of Industries and Services, followed
by the full Parliament, approved Romania’s first Road Safety Audit Law. The law
approved also the establishment of the National Road Safety Research Institute.
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