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MDB Road Safety Initiative:
A Development Priority
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The Global Road Safety Crisis Vuss®

Each year, 1.3 million people are killed and 50 million people are injured in road crashes.
These losses have already surpassed malaria and tuberculosis as global burdens of disease.
By 2030, health losses from road crashes are projected to rank second only to those from
HIV/AIDS. Over the next 15 years, road deaths and injuries will be the greatest cause of
healthy life years lost for children between ages 5 and 14.

UN Decade q Serious Injuries
. Fatalities Fatalities Of Action S::/‘Iee; ;%Es To Be Avoided
Region Fatalities Target 9 During
2010 2020 2011-2020
2020 2011-2020
E:iffés'a & 313,317 646,000 323,000 1,640,000 16,400,000
ELrepe & 85,979 97,000 48,500 243,000 2,430,000
Central Asia
LA AT 95,877 130,000 65,000 325,000 3,250,000
& Caribbean
Middle East & 100,655 152,000 76,000 380,000 3,800,000
North Africa
South Asia 275569 590,000 295,000 1,475,000 14,750,000
Sub-Saharan 248130 365,000 182,500 937,000 9,370,000
Africa
TOTAL* 1,119,527 1,980,000 990,000 5,000,000 50,000,000

* excludes high income countries






What is the MDB Road Safety Initiative?

We — seven multilateral development banks (MDBs)' — have committed to a shared program
of road safety activities that will contribute significantly to the achievement of the ambitious
goal of the United Nations proclaimed Decade of Action for Road Safety 2011 — 2020 to
stabilize and then reduce the forecast level of road traffic fatalities around the world. It is
estimated that in the case of low and middle-income countries achievement of this goal
would result in the saving of five million lives and fifty million serious injuries avoided, for an
estimated economic benefit of $3 trillion.

We aim to jointly leverage our country and regional road safety programs to help accelerate
knowledge transfer, strengthen institutional capacity and scale up road safety investment.
The MDB Road Safety Initiative will put into action our comprehensive Joint Statement that
we issued prior to the First Global Ministerial Conference on Global Road Safety in November
2009, to announce our partnership to address the growing public health crisis arising from
deaths and injuries on the roads of low and middle-income countries. It will provide a
harmonized platform that our client countries and regions and their road safety partners can
turn to for sustained support, guidance and exchange of information on good practices.

1 The participating MDBs are the African Development Bank, Asian Development Bank, European Bank for Re-
construction and Development, European Investment Bank, Inter-American Development Bank, Islamic Develop-
ment Bank and the World Bank.
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Every three minutes, a child
is killed in a road crash.




Joint Statement by Seven Development Banks
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A Shared Approach to Managing Road Safety

Global call for action

1.

We acknowledge the scale of the public health crisis arising from deaths and injuries on
the roads of developing and emerging countries, the recommendations of the World
Report on Road Traffic Injury Prevention, the global call for action from World Health
Assembly Resolution WHA57.10 (Road safety and health) and UN General Assembly
Resolutions 56/289, 60/5 and 62/244 (Improving global road safety).

Systematic, multisectoral response

2.

We recognize that a systematic, multisectoral response is required to address this global
crisis including interventions that improve the safety of road infrastructure, vehicles,
road user behavior and post-crash services, and we support the principles of the Safe
System approach aiming at (i) developing road transport systems prevention, reduction
and accommodation of human error; (ii) taking into account social costs and impacts of
road trauma in the development and selection of investment program; (iii) establishing
shared responsibility for road safety among all stakeholders; (iv) creating effective and
comprehensive management and communications structures for road safety; and (v)
aligning safety management decision making with broader societal decision making to
meet economic, human and environmental goals, and to create an environment that
generates demand for safe road transport products and services. We recognize the






relevance of this approach to all countries irrespective of their economic or road safety
performance. More specifically, we note that a significant and sustained contribution to
fatality reduction will come from road infrastructure safety improvements.

Shared approach

3.

We also recognize that our respective organizations expect to remain significantly
engaged in the provision of road infrastructure in developing and emerging countries
over the coming decade, and beyond, and we commit to share our organizational
practices and knowledge to support (i) the strengthening of road safety management
capacity of our clients; (ii) the implementation of safety approaches in the design,
construction, operation and maintenance of road infrastructure projects, particularly to
improve safe access and protection for vulnerable road users who represent a significant
proportion of the people served by the projects we finance; (iii) the improvement of
safety performance measures; and (iv) the mobilization of resources for road safety.

To achieve this approach we will share the complementary skills and practices we each
develop in our respective operations in the areas of:

i. Strengthening road safety management capacity

e Help establish country-specific mechanisms for improving road safety
management functions and safety practices aiming at achieving the sustainable,
effective, and cost-efficient reduction of road casualties.

e (Create awareness for safety in order to achieve informed decisions by countries
on the planning, design, construction, operation and maintenance of road
infrastructure assets and networks.






Improve communications, cooperation, and collaboration among global,
regional and country institutions in the area of road safety and facilitate the
dissemination of up-to-date safety-related information.

Provide our staff development and training to facilitate the successful
implementation of shared procedures, guidelines and related tools.

Contribute to the training of transportation safety professionals in developing
and emerging countries by financing efforts such as the development of road
safety education programs, manuals and training materials promoting good
practices related to road safety, to facilitate the implementation of improved
road safety practices and procedures.

ii. Implementation of safety approaches in the planning, design, construction,
operation and maintenance of road infrastructure projects

Develop shared procedures, guidelines and related tools to implement a safety
approach to the planning, design, construction, operation and maintenance of
road infrastructure projects.

Ensure that safety is integrated in all phases of planning, design, construction,
appraisal, operation and maintenance of road infrastructure.

Promote the adoption of good practice, proactive approaches to improve the
safety of road infrastructure including the use of road safety audits, road safety
inspections, and road safety impact assessments.

Develop specific approaches to address the safety requirements of vulnerable
road users (pedestrians, cyclists and motorcyclists), including a special focus on
urban areas where a high proportion of trauma occurs.






iii.

iv.

Improvement of safety performance measures

Promote the establishment of sustainable management systems for road crash
data collection, entry, verification, storage, retrieving and analysis, including
GIS-based applications.

Promote the use of good practice quantitative and qualitative indicators to
measure safety results.

Promote the development, piloting, and objective validation of innovative safety
indicators, such as the safety rating of roads.

Mobilization of resources for road safety

Transfer road safety knowledge and experience across and within our
organizations, and to our global, regional and country partners.

Support the mobilization of additional domestic and external resources for road
safety.

Support the mission and goals of the Global Road Safety Facility in its
promotion of innovative solutions to road safety issues.

Establish as needed an expert technical group comprising staff from
our respective organizations and international specialists to assist in the
development of shared approaches to road safety.

Identify, and pursue opportunities for scaling up road safety in countries strategies.
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African Development Bank

Asian Development Bank

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development

European Investment Bank

Inter-American Development Bank

Islamic Development Bank

World Bank

www.afdb.org

www.adb.org

www.ebrd.com

www.eib.org

www.iadb.org/roadsafety

www.isdb.org

www.worldbank.org



Global Road Safety Facility

1818 H Street, NW
Washington, DC 20433 USA

Global Road Safety Facility
http:/Awww.worldbank.org/grsf



