
Current Status of Advanced 
Trauma Life Support(ATLS) 
Courses in India and Future 

Directions

Dr. Dinesh Bagaria
Assistant Professor, 

Trauma Surgery & Critical Care
JPNATC,AIIMS, New Delhi



Introduction…



The Beginning - 1978 by 
Dr. Jim StynerDr. Jim Styner

1980 - ACS and COT1980 - ACS and COT



ContdContd……

Provides participants safe and reliable method for immediate 
management of multiply injured patient



Contd…
Provides basic knowledge necessary to-

• Assess the patient’s condition rapidly and accurately 

• Resuscitate and stabilize patient according to priority 

• Determine if the patient’s needs exceed a facility’s capacity 

• Arrange appropriately for the patient’s inter- hospital 
transfer(who, what, when and how)transfer(who, what, when and how)

• Maintain optimal care at any point during the evaluation, 
resuscitation, or transfer process



Contd…

For in frequent trauma care giver - provides an easy-For in frequent trauma care giver - provides an easy-
to-remember method for evaluating and treating the 
victim of a traumatic event

For frequent care giver -provides a scaffold for 
evaluation, treatment, education, and quality evaluation, treatment, education, and quality 
assurance



World Scenario…

Available in nearly 60 countries 

Over one million doctors

Become the foundation of care for injured patients 
by teaching a common language and a common 
approachapproach



Evidence …



Contd…



ATLS India Scenario….
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Contd…



Discussion…



India State-Level Disease Burden 
Initiative's Report 2017



Contd…
• non-availability of Trauma Systems - “getting the right 

patient in the right time to the right health care facility 
for the right care”. for the right care”. 

• The critical gaps existing for developing a working trauma 
system are –

• Lack of supportive infrastructure

• Existing manpower not versed with existing relevant 
protocols of trauma careprotocols of trauma care

• Non-existence of concept and willpower for trauma 
registry and trauma related research.

• Inadequate efforts for injury prevention.



Efforts towards improving trauma care in 
India 

Establishment of trauma center at AIIMS as apex institute 
for patient care, research and training in field of trauma for patient care, research and training in field of trauma 
care

Up gradation and development of trauma care facilities 
at university hospitals

Improving infrastructure and monitoring of pre hospital 
care systemcare system

Development of injury surveillance and trauma registry at 
JPNATC



Future Directions…





JPNATC has initiated many other short term courses on its 
own as well as in collaboration with international partners. 

This Includes:

• Advanced Trauma Care for Nurses (ATCN)

•• Pre-Hospital Trauma Life Support Course (PHTLS)

• Rural Trauma team Development Course (RTTDC)

• AIIMS Trauma Assessment and Management Course (ATAM)

• AIIMS Ultrasound Trauma Life Support Course (AUTLS)

• AIIMS Basic Emergency Care Course (AIIMS-BECC)

• AIIMS Management of Acute Wound in Emergency Course (AIIMS-• AIIMS Management of Acute Wound in Emergency Course (AIIMS-
MAWE)

• AIIMS Critical Care Course (ACCC)

• AIIMS Basic Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery Course (BPRS 
Course)



Surgical Super-specialty Course

• M.Ch. (Master of Chirurgery) – Trauma Surgery and Critical 
CareCare

• AIIMS is the first institution in India to start a formal degree 
course for surgical specialist to be trained in trauma surgery.

• Other Degree and Fellowship level courses planned

• M.S. (Masters of Surgery) – Trauma and Emergency Surgery

• D.M. (Doctorate in Medicine) – Trauma Critical Care• D.M. (Doctorate in Medicine) – Trauma Critical Care

• M.Ch./ Fellowships in Spine Surgery; Complex Pelvic Trauma/ 
Brachial Plexus Injuries etc.



Conclusion..

ATLS - a measurable, reproducible, and 
comprehensive system of trauma care.

Increasing outreach of course with upcoming new 
sites.

Need to promulgate local need based courses.

Public and policy maker’s commitment is must 
needed to make future safe 



THANKYOU


