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INTERNATIONAL ROAD FEDERATION GENEVA 
STATUTES
The International Road Federation (IRF Geneva) is a non‐profit association governed by the present statutes and, secondarily, by Articles 60 et seq. of the Swiss Civil Code. It is politically neutral, and non‐denominational. 

Article 1: Name and Registered Office 
1) The IRF was established 2 December 1964 in Switzerland under the name “International Road Federation” (Internationaler Strassenverband, Fédération Routière Internationale), in conformity with the provisions of Article 60 et seq. of the Swiss Civil Code. 

2) The headquarter of the IRF Geneva is in Geneva. The Board of Directors will determine its postal address. 

3) IRF Geneva is part of the International Road Federation’s international structure. 

Article 2: Purposes and Mission 
IRF is the voice of the road infrastructure industry and accomplishes this by: 
1) furthering the user‐oriented development and management of road networks worldwide, while improving their safety, efficiency, financial sustainability and environmental performance; 

2) striving to improve understanding of the road infrastructure industry among decision makers; 

3) endeavouring to increase public awareness of the social, economic and environmental benefits of sustainable road networks; 

4) promoting and providing training and education of decision makers and practitioners in the development, funding, planning, design, construction, maintenance, operation, and management of road transport systems and networks; 

5) encouraging participation in its activities by exchanging knowledge and fostering cooperation with intergovernmental, international, regional, national and local organisations having similar or complementary objectives; 

6) advising and assisting governmental agencies in their road infrastructure policy making, supporting the establishment of road associations in countries where they do not yet exist; 

7) collecting, collating, drafting and distributing relevant statistical, technical, economic, educational and other knowledge material pertaining to the improvement of road systems and networks; 

8) stimulating and supporting the regional and global harmonisation of standards in road infrastructure; 

9) supporting research, knowledge sharing and capacity building aimed at the development of well designed, safe, efficient, financially sound, user‐oriented, technologically appropriate and environmentally sustainable road networks; 

10) promoting the concept of ‘forgiving roads’ as an effective means of reducing the number of deaths and serious injuries, encouraging the application of universal road safety standards and guidelines; 

11) fostering the deployment of Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS); 

12) voicing the need for sustainable financing and funding for roads and providing good practice for sound financing of road systems; 

13) promoting environmental impact assessment of road construction and maintenance projects and providing good practice for environmentally friendly practices. 

Article 3: Membership 
There are several categories of IRF membership: 

1) Members of the IRF are commercial or professional firms, corporations, associations, public and governmental organizations, educational and research institutions, universities who having applied for membership of the IRF and having been admitted as members, pay the prescribed annual membership dues; and others who have an interest in roads or road transport and are admitted in the IRF Geneva according to the by‐laws. 

‐1- ​

[image: image2.jpg]



Office: 
2 chemin de Blandonnet,1214 Vernier / Geneva,Switzerland 

Tel : +41.22.306.0260  Fax : +41.22.306.0270 

Email: info@irfnet.org 

[image: image3.jpg]INTERNATIONAL ROAD FEDERATION

FEDERATION ROUTIERE INTERNATIONALE www.irfnet.org





2) Honorary Life Members, which include former IRF Geneva chairmen, and others elected by the Board of Directors in recognition of outstanding services to the IRF. 

3) Members of IRF Geneva regional offices/chapters are automatically members of the IRF Geneva. 

Article 4: Members rights 
1) Members are expected to support the fulfillment of the purposes of the IRF and must be willing to abide by the IRF statutes. 

2) The membership rights are applicable only through the payment of membership dues which are up to date. 

3) Without restrictions, members may choose to participate in the programs and activities, attend the meetings and conferences, become involved in the governance, and otherwise utilize the services of any of the IRF Program Centres simultaneously, depending upon its interests. 

4) Honorary Life Members shall carry this distinction for life and they shall be exempt from payment of dues. 

5) The right to vote of the members is determined in the by‐laws of the IRF Geneva. 

6) Only the assets of the Association may be used to meet commitments. Members have no individual responsibility. 

Article 5: Admission 
1) For admission to membership, the following is required: 

(a) an application in writing to the IRF through the Director General; 

(b) acceptance of said application by the Director General on behalf of the IRF; and 

(c) payment of the dues level in accordance with Article 8. 

2) No membership application shall be rejected by the Director General without the prior concurrence of the Executive Committee. 

Article 6: Resignation or Exclusion 
The membership ceases: 

1) by written resignation notified to the IRF Geneva Secretariat the latest on 30 September before the end of the financial year accompanied by full payment of all unpaid dues. 

2) by exclusion decided by the Executive Committee, for just cause, with a right of appeal to the General Assembly. Appeals must be lodged within 30 days of the Executive Committee’s decision being notified. 

3) for non‐payment of dues for more than two years. 

4) on death of an Honorary Life Member. 

5) on cessation of activities of a collective member. In all cases the membership fee for the current year and the arrears remain due. Members who have resigned or who are excluded have no right to any part of the Association’s assets. 

Article 7: Resources 
The IRF Geneva resources come from: 

1) donations; 

2) sponsorship 

3) private and public subsidies; 

4) membership dues; 

5) sales of products 

6) organisation of events 

7) and any other resources authorized by law. 

The funds shall be used in conformity with the IRF Geneva purpose. 
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Article 8: Membership Dues 
1) The level of membership dues shall be that published through the official IRF communication channels. 

2) Any proposed increases in membership dues for any calendar year must be conveyed to the Members prior to 30 September of the previous calendar year. 

3) The annual dues shall be for a twelve‐month period and shall become due each year on 1 January for the year to come. 

4) Annual dues for new Members joining during the calendar year may be pro‐rated, as appropriate. 

5) Members in arrears on their dues payments as of 1 April may lose all privileges associated with being a Member of IRF. 

Article 9: Organs 
The Association's organs are: 

1) The General Assembly, 

2) The Board of Directors, 

3) The Executive Committee, 

4) The Auditor. 

Article 10: General Assembly – IRF Geneva 
The General Assembly is the Association's supreme authority. 

1) It shall hold an ordinary Meeting once a year in Spring. 

2) The General Assembly shall be considered valid if a quorum of 15% of members is present. However, if the quorum is not reached, an adjournment of 30 minutes will be given; after which members present will reassemble, and no further requirement of quorum will be necessary. 

3) The Executive Committee shall send notice of the meeting to members at least four weeks in advance. The detailed convocation, including the proposed agenda, shall be sent to each member at least 10 days prior to the date of the meeting. 

4) It may also meet in extraordinary session whenever necessary, by proposal of the Executive Committee and decision of the Board of Directors or at the request of one‐tenth of the voting members. Such meetings must be convened within four months from the date of receipt of the request. 

5) The General Assembly shall be presided by the Chairman or, in his absence, by a Vice Chairman. 

Article 11: Powers of General Assembly ‐IRF Geneva 
The powers of the General Assembly shall be: 

1) Election of the members of the Board of Directors. 

2) Election of the chairman of the association. 

3) Acknowledgement of contents of the reports and financial statements for the year and voting on their adoption; 

4) Appointment of an auditor for the Association’s accounts; 

5) Decision on any modification of statutes; 

6) Decision on the dissolution of the Association; 

7) Approval of annual membership dues. 

Article 12: Voting at the General Assembly 
1) The right to vote and the voting procedure is determined in the by‐laws. 

2) At the General Assembly, submissions by Members relating to matters not placed on the agenda may only be considered if they are received at the IRF secretariat in writing at least two weeks prior to the General Assembly. 

3) Resolutions of the General Assembly shall be passed by simple majority of the votes represented. 

4) If requested by at least five voting members, voting and elections can be held by secret ballot. 

‐3 ​

[image: image6.jpg]



Office: 
2 chemin de Blandonnet,1214 Vernier / Geneva,Switzerland 

Tel : +41.22.306.0260  Fax : +41.22.306.0270 

Email: info@irfnet.org 

[image: image7.jpg]INTERNATIONAL ROAD FEDERATION

FEDERATION ROUTIERE INTERNATIONALE www.irfnet.org





Article 13: Board of Directors – IRF Geneva 
1) The Board of Directors shall consist of not less than 25 and not more than 60 members. 

2) Membership of the Board of Directors shall be confined to individuals representing a corporate member. 

3) All members of the Board of Directors shall be elected for a period of three years and shall be eligible for re‐election three times. The elections shall be so regulated as to ensure that one third of the Board shall be newly elected each year at the General Assembly. 

4) The Board of Directors shall decide its own rules of procedure and set them out in the by‐laws of IRF Geneva. In addition to the elected members of the Board of Directions, and in accordance to article 4, Honorary Life members shall have the right to attend the meeting and to vote. 

5) Decisions shall be taken by simple majority of the votes represented. In the event of a tie in the vote, the presiding Chairman or Vice Chairman shall have a second vote. 

6) In the event of any member of the Board of Directors resigning during the period of office or being unable for other reasons to exercise the office, the Board of Directors may elect, subject to confirmation at the General Assembly, a substitute for the remainder of the period until the next General Assembly. This provision shall be applicable, mutatis mutandis, also to the Executive Committee. 

Article 14: Function of the Board of Directors 
The Board of Directors shall 

1) be the administrative body and it shall carry out the resolutions of the General Assembly, 

2) submit the annual report and accounts to the General Assembly. 

3) on proposal of the Executive Committee appoint the Director General as responsible Chief of the Secretariat. 

4) decide to establish additional regional offices/chapters in order to fulfill the purpose of the association. 

5) ensure the statutes are applied. 

6) delegate its powers to the Executive Committee if so decided. It remains responsible, however, in relation to the General Assembly. 

7) Furthermore, any other matter shall come within its jurisdiction that has not been expressly reserved to another body. 

1) Article 15: Officers of IRF Geneva 
2) The Association’s officers are: 

The Chairman 

The Vice‐Chairmen 

The members of the Executive Committee 

The Treasurer 

3) The Chairman of IRF Geneva shall be elected by the General Assembly for a period of 3 years and shall be eligible for re‐election one more time. 

4) The Board of Directors shall elect from amongst themselves up to four Vice Chairmen, the Treasurer and the
5) other members of the Executive Committee. The Chairman and Vice Chairmen shall also be the Chairman and Vice Chairmen of the General Assembly and Board of Directors. 

6) The role and responsibility of the Officers shall be set out in the by‐laws of the IRF Geneva. 

7) Any Officer may resign at any time by giving written notice to the Chairman or the Director General. Such
resignation is to take effect on the date of receipt of such notice or at any later time specified therein. Any Officer may be removed, with or without cause, at any time by a majority vote of all the members of the Board of Directors, at any meeting of the Board of Directors. A vacancy in any office for any reason shall be filled for the unexpired term in the manner prescribed herein for the regular election or appointment to such office. 
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Article 16: Executive Committee ‐IRF Geneva 
1) The Executive Committee shall be made up of the elected Officers, namely Chairman, Vice Chairmen,
Treasurer and other members elected by the Board of Directors. 

2)   The Executive Committee shall be composed of a maximum of 12 members. 

3)   The Executive Committee shall decide its own rules of procedure and set them out in the by‐laws of IRF
    Geneva. 

Article 17: The role of the Executive Committee 
The Executive Committee shall: 

1) Convene General Assembly Meetings. 

2) Represent the association at official meetings. 

3) Carry out all acts that further the purposes of IRF Geneva. 

4) Approve the IRF Geneva’s yearly work plan. 

5) Be entrusted with the supervision of the Secretariat. 

6) Settle the powers of signature and representation on behalf of the Association. It may delegate authority for specific purposes to individual members of the Executive Committee and the Director General. 

7) Draft the by‐laws and supervise the administration of the assets of IRF Geneva. 

8) Approve working groups and special committees. 

9) The Executive Committee can decide to delegate its work to the Secretariat. It remains responsible, however, in relation to the Board of Directors. 

10) The paid employees of the association have only a consultative vote in the Executive Committee. 

Article 18: IRF Geneva Secretariat 
1) A Secretariat shall be organized at the location of the registered office of the IRF Geneva. 

2) It shall exercise its duties under the supervision of the Executive Committee. 

3) The management of the Secretariat including the management of staff shall be entrusted to the Director General appointed by the Board of Directors. 

The Director General shall: 

1) ensure the daily management of the IRF Geneva in accordance with the resolutions and decisions of the General Assembly, Board of Directors and the Executive Committee. 

2) be responsible for the smooth running of the Secretariat including finance and staffing. 

3) represent the Association in all legal and administrative matters that impact on the operations of the Association. 

4) provide assistance to the Chairman, the Board of Directors and the Executive Committee. 

5) attend the General Assembly, the Board of Directors meetings, the Executive Committee meetings and other important meetings of the Association. 

Article 19: Financial Matters 
1) The fiscal year of IRF Geneva shall coincide with the calendar year. 

2) The Executive Committee shall monitor the annual budget of the IRF Geneva on an on‐going basis. 

3) The Executive Committee shall decide on the signatory powers regarding the Association’s bank accounts. 

Article 20: Auditing 
1) Executive Committee recommends to the General Assembly the appointment of an outside firm of Auditors for the yearly audit of the financial accounts of IRF Geneva. 

2) The Auditors shall prepare an annual audit report and submit the report through the Director General to the Executive Committee and Board of Directors to the General Assembly for approval. 
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Article 21: Dissolution and Liquidation
1) Any resolution calling for the dissolution of IRF Geneva may be put forward only at a duly constituted Extraordinary General Assembly meeting. At such a meeting, following an opportunity for debate and discussion, the majority of voting members can formulate a resolution.

2) Such resolution must name a non-profit organization, or organizations, with objectives generally similar to those of IRF Geneva, to which any assets remaining upon liquidation shall be donated.

3) The procedure for passing a resolution of dissolution shall be set out in the by-laws.

4) The decision becomes valid if adopted by a two-thrid majority of all the voting members present at the Extraordinary General Assembly.

5) If approved, the liquidation of IRF Geneva shall be carried out under the guidance of the Executive Committee.

Article 22: Amendments 
These statutes may be amended or new statutes adopted only with the concurrence of three‐quarters of the members casting a vote. Voting shall be conducted by ballot with a maximum of thirty days allowed for return of ballots. 

The present statutes have been adopted by the IRF Geneva Members through a vote carried out on 27 January 2011 and take full effect as of 1 March 2011. 

*********
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