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ESCAP region
– 62 member countries 

and associate 
members

– 60% of world 
population



Paris-Madrid Race in 1903

“The Race to Death”
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Then and now

“Battle” for road space
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India 2007

China 2003
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GDP per capita (1990 GK$)

$2800

Source: Maddison (2004)

Roads, Vehicles 
and Knowledge
Speed of change:  
~10 times
Scale:~10-100 times
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2027 What would we do 
differently, if we 
had a second 

chance?

Fatalities Peak if 
well managed!
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AH1 India

• 440,000 persons killed
• 20-30 million injured
• Annual cost of US$ 100 billion
• US$ 170 billion spent for Asian roads 

per year

Road safety in Asia and the Pacific: 
a development issue
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Dream of personal mobility

Source: Western 
India Automobile 
Association
brochure, 
Bombay (1938).  
From London to 
India – By Road!
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• Ministerial Declaration on Improving Road Safety in 
Asia and the Pacific (Busan, 11 Nov. 2006)
– 62 UNESCAP member countries and associate members 
– Builds on Asian Highway Agreement and ASEAN road 

safety framework
– Endorsed by ESCAP resolution 63/9 (May 2007)
– Overall goal: “Save 600,000 lives and prevent a 

commensurate number of serious injuries on the roads of 
Asia and the Pacific over the period 2007 to 2015”

– Achieving this would save US$15 billion per year! 
(compare: “10% Asian road investment” ~ US$ 10 billion)

• Intergovernmental Agreement on the Asian 
Highway Network (since 2005)
– 140,000 km of trunk roads through 32 countries
– Road safety commitment
– Working Group, GIS Database

ESCAP regional cooperation for road safety
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8 Goals

24 Targets 45 Indicators

• Road goals: 
– Making roads safer for vulnerable road users…
– Making roads safer and reducing the severity of accidents;
– Developing the Asian Highway as a model of road safety;

• Goals on policy, vehicles, systems, cooperation, and 
education, etc.

Ministerial Declaration on Improving Road Safety in 
Asia and the Pacific

http://www.unescap.org/ttdw/roadsafety/countrydata.html
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Pyongyang, DPRK

http://www.unescap.org/ttdw/PubsDetail.asp?IDNO=187

• AH road safety meetings
– Working Group, Investment Forum, 

EGM (next: 27-28 Oct. 2008)
• UNDA project of the UN regional 

commissions, 2008-2010

Asian Highway follow-up to the Ministerial 
Declaration 

• Investment needs and priorities
– Gov’s identified 121 priority road projects in 

25 countries with a financing shortfall of US$ 
18 billion

– Promote road safety components/projects, 
through joint missions with interested donors 

• Armenia, Bangladesh, Uzbekistan, Mongolia, Myanmar, 
Nepal, Pakistan,...

– Social returns: ~100 to 1000% for improved 
crossings in South Asia



Upgrading of the Asian Highway and road safety Upgrading of the Asian Highway and road safety

ZoSS, Indonesia
Motorcycle 

lanes, Malaysia
2+1 roads and cable 

barriers, Sweden
Cheap 

barriers, Nepal

Asian Highway is safer than other Asian roads
19,000 fatalities and 125,000 crashes in 2006
10% of segments: above Busan target of 100 fatalities/bln.vehicle-km
Worst: two-lane roads with mixed traffic and many motorcycles

Upgrading 2004-2006 → improved safety
9,700 km upgraded to minimum AH standard → on average doubled 
fatality rate. Safety measures needed!
8,400 km upgraded to “primary class” (access-controlled, 4+ lanes) 
→ on average decreased fatality rate by 80%

IRAP assessments of the Asian Highway → prioritization 
Public-private partnerships for safe road design 
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Example: Fatality rates on the Asian 
Highway in Uzbekistan
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Priority investments and potential sources of funds

?15
(expected profits)

Asian SPV (10% of excess 
foreign exchange reserves 
committed, private company 
owned by Asian governments, 
RIS/ESCAP suggestion, 
similar set-up to IIFC in India)

?4.5Road safety cent (US$0.01 
fuel surcharge)

0.7 would be needed for AH 
donor projects (10% criteria)

< 0.3 worldwideGlobal Road Safety 
Facility and donors

2.510Road safety needs (10%)

25 (committed or ongoing, 
28% loans from donors)
18 (investment shortfall)

103
plus maintenance 

needs: 67

Current investment

Asian Highway Network
(140,000 km)

All Asian roads
(10 million km, 

annual numbers)

Unit: billion US$
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Bangkok

• Political commitment, but need for support!
• Needs

– High-level commitment (global conference, 
Lord Robertson’s 10%)

– Financing (SPV, GRSF, Road Safety Cent)
– Public-private partnerships for road safety
– We do have a “second chance” in Asia, but time 

is running out! Rights-based approach?
• Most road fatalities will be in Asia! 
• Let’s work together to save 600,000 lives!

Asian Ministers have made a commitment to save 
600,000 lives in Asia and the Pacific by 2015
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Thank you.

R. Alexander Roehrl
roehrl.unescap@un.org
Tel: 66-2-288 1402
Fax: 66-2-280-6042

www.unescap.org/ttdw/roadsafety/

AH1 India


